
�������� Sewing Machines: Then and Now 
��� Before Sewing Machines 

Long ago, people made clothes by hand using a needle and thread. 
It took a very long time—sometimes hours or even days—to finish one piece of clothing! 

 

 What Is a Treadle Sewing Machine? 

A treadle sewing machine is a sewing machine powered by your feet instead of electricity. 

 躱躲躳躴躵躶躷躻躸躼躹躺 You push a foot pedal (treadle)  

 膆껎껏 The big wheel spins  

 꼏꼐 A belt moves the machine  

 ��� The needle stitches the fabric  

踰踱踲踳 Your legs power the machine! 

 

諝諞諣諟諠諡諢 Why Were Sewing Machines Important? 

Sewing machines helped people: 

 �������� Sew faster  

 껮껯껰 Work without electricity  

 躉躊 Make and repair clothes at home  

 뮂뮀뮁뮃 Do work more easily and quickly  

 

跹跺跻跼跽跿跾踀 Look Closely! 

When you see a sewing machine, can you find: 

 The foot pedal  

 The large wheel  

 The belt  

 The needle  

 The wooden cabinet  

 

밷밳밸밹밳밴밵밶밺밻 Did You Know? 

When sewing machines were first invented, some people were worried they might lose 
their jobs because machines could sew so fast! 

 

 Try This! 

Circle or talk about your answers: 

1. What powers a treadle sewing machine? 
☐ Electricity ☐ Your feet ☐ Batteries  

2. What part moves up and down to make stitches? 
☐ Wheel ☐ Needle ☐ Belt  

3. Would you rather sew by hand or use a machine? Why? 

 

 

 

��� Think About It 

How is a sewing machine diƯerent from the machines we use today? 


