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OUR MUSEUMS 

Sheriff’s Residence / Historic Jail / School 
Room 
113 N. 6th, Seneca, KS 66538 
 

Temple of Honor Military Museum 
33 N. 6th, Seneca, KS 66538 
 

Annex 1—113 N. 6th, Seneca 

• Archives 

• Burger Display 

• Rotating Displays 

• Obituaries 

• Glass Negative Collection 
 

Annex 2—113 N. 6th, Seneca 

• Agricultural Displays 

• Civilian Conservation Corps 

• Beautician 

• Medical 

• Railroad 

• Photography 

• Seneca Public High School 
 

Phone: 785-336-6366 
Email: nchs@rainbowtel.net 

 

2021 OFFICERS 

President: Anita Heiman 
Vice-President: Ilene Enneking 
Secretary: Patty Byers 
Treasurer: Raymond Thieme 
Membership: Alma Ackerman 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Alma Ackerman  Dan Ronnebaum 
Anita Heiman  Ilene Enneking 
Patty Byers Cathy Holthaus 
Raymond Thieme Joyce Olberding 
Robert Ackerman Karen Niehues  
Marcia Philbrick Mark Hermesch 

N.C.H.S. VOLUNTEER STAFF 

Diane Rottinghaus, Tours: 785-336-2680 
Ilene Enneking  Archivist-Curator 
Richard Schmitz Tractor Cruise 

Nemaha County Historical Society Museum 
Hours 

Tuesdays—10 am to 4 pm 
If Increment Weather, Call First  PLEASE JOINTODAY! 

THANK YOU 

A big shout of THANKS to everyone who donated to the Nemaha County 
Historical Society during this years ‘Match Day’ sponsored by the STEP 
Foundation. Your support will allow us to begin replacing the foundation 
under the “summer” porch on the north side of the sheriff’s residence. 

Vol. 40 #3 Sept 2022 

Military Museum Restoration Continues 

Dick Miller is continuing to work on the restoration of the exterior of the 

Military Museum. The trim 

around the top of the 

museum and the columns 

have a fresh coat of white 

paint with army red and 

green trim.  

The board recently 

approved proceeding with 

the restoration of the small 

windows near the top of the 

North and South sides of the 

building over the winter.  

Current plans also include 

replacement of some of the broken sidewalk in front of the museum and 

continued work on the stucco next summer. 

We would like to thank everyone who makes donations to the military 

museum. It is your support that continues to make it possible to complete 

these projects. 

Tractor Cruise a Success 

Thanks to the help of Heinen Brothers, Haverkamp Dairy and other sponsors 

of this year’s tractor cruise along with the work of Richard Schmitz and 

Misty, the cruise to the Kelly community was a HUGE success.  Make plans 

now to join us next year for ‘cruisin’ around the county on your tractor or in 

your gator. 
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Web site: http://nemahacountyhistoricalsociety.com/ 

Facebook: Nemaha County Historical Society 

Museum Catalog: Archive link on web site 

Donate via PayPal—Link on web page under NEWS 

Connect with Us 

Join Us—link on web page under NEWS 

Genealogy – Link under PEOPLE 

Amazon Smile—Help us earn money while shopping 

Nemaha County Historical Society Newsletter September 2022 

Amazon Smile 

If you order items from Amazon, please consider using the link below and help us earn funds to support the museum.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0871820 

Help Us Fulfill Our Mission! 

To Collect, Preserve and Promote the History of Nemaha County 

• Join—An annual membership helps us maintain our buildings and the collections housed in them. 

• Participate— Volunteer to help with our events 

• Sponsor— We value our business partners and the support they provide thru their sponsorships 

• Donate— CASH, Garage Sale Items, Time 

• Tour— Come out and enjoy our various sites 
But most of all help us continue to collect the history of the county by donating (or lending so we can digitally copy) church 
histories, school histories, scrapbooks, letters, military documents, diaries, deeds, wills, family histories, business photos, business 
histories, and personal memories. 

Thank you Cathy Enneking 

In an effort to add content to the digital kiosk in the Nemaha Central High School commons, Cathy spent the summer 

gathering yearbooks , newsletters and senior panels from all of the schools that have combined over the years to form 

Nemaha Central High School. Her efforts to collect and preserve this school history is greatly appreciated. 

Help Us Continue to Archive Our History  — Join — Donate — Volunteer 

Railroad Display Expanded 

Thanks to a very generous donation by John 

Vorhes, the railroad display in Annex 2 now 

contains  the start of a model railroad, complete 

with a small village. Included in the village are 

replicas of the Seneca movie theater, the bank  (or 

Cornerstone), Starlight motel and the gas station 

that was at 3rd and Main. 

Stop in and check out this  

wonderful addition to our museums. 

http://nemahacountyhistoricalsociety.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Nemaha-County-Historical-Society-142152929134177/
http://nemahacountyhistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com/archive
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=15bup-YAM-Q--jBU80cqIPihMiy9ReoVpM5nU5iB22uFH8lgSg7Aj1z4Yvd3JSCGTh7nCm&country.x=US&locale.x=
http://nemahacountyhistoricalsociety.com/membership-application
http://nemahacountyhistoricalsociety.com/people/genealogy
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0871820
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0871820
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Nemaha County Communities in 1871 

Seneca Weekly-Courier Feb 10, 1871 

Centralia 

Sixty-two miles west of Atchison, on the Central Branch U.P. railroad, and nine miles south of Seneca, is 

situated one of the most flourishing points in Nemaha county, bearing the above name. It has a population of 

nearly 200 inhabitants, which is made up of some of the most intelligent people along the road. The place 

boasts three general stores, owned by I. Stickel, Merrill & Jackson and W. P. McCubbin. Tenney & Savage 

have a large and well stocked hardware store; Hidden & Burchfield have a fine drug store; it also has a first-

class furniture store. The place also boasts a harness shop, blacksmith shop, boot and shoe shop, etc. There 

are also two well kept hotels, a livery stable, lawyers land agents, doctors, etc. H. W. Forman has the largest 

lumber yard on the Central Branch road, and is now absent in Chicago laying in one of the largest and 

choicest stocks ever brought west of the Missouri river. 

The new flouring mill of John Ingram & Co., is one of the most substantial institutions that our town can 

boast of. Indeed, it is one of the finest mills in Northern Kansas, and the proprietors are compelled to work 

night and day to accommodate their customers and rapidly increasing business. Mr. Ingram is one of the best 

millers in the State, having been engaged in the business all of his life, and understands every part of it 

thoroughly. The quality of flour now being made at this mill is gaining a reputation second to none in this 

section of Kansas. 

Our school house is equal to that of most any other on the line of the road, though the rapidly increasing 

population will soon necessitate the building of another of more commodious quarters. It is now in a very 

flourishing condition under the charge of its excellent teacher, Prof. F. A. Grivvin. 

Business at present is not as brisk as it might be, still the merchants here are dong quite a lively trade, and 

seem to be well satisfied with the present and future prospects. 

The lands adjoining Centralia are inferior to none in the State in regard to agriculture and stock raising, 

and probably no other section of the county has advanced more rapidly in price or has a fairer prospect of 

increasing in value. 

This is considered one of the finest regions in Northern Kansas for butter making and the manufacture of 

cheese. The cheese factory of W. J. McLaughlin on the Vermillion, a few miles west of here, turns out cheese 

equal to that of the famous “Western Reserve” Another factory is talked of, to be built early in the spring. 

Our townsman and postmaster, Mr. I. Stickel, returned a few days ago from an extended visit to Illinois, 

and was gladly welcomed home by his numerous friends. 
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Korean War 

Help Us Continue to Archive Our History  — Join — Donate — Volunteer 

Courier Tribune April 26, 1951 
 

Lt Stone Writes from Korea 

Lt John Stone, Sabetha dentist who entered the army in January and has been in Korea for the last month and a 

half, writes the following letter from near the front lines in Korea. 

I have been in Korea 46 days and I’m ready to return to Sabetha anytime they will let me. I took a commercial 

Trans-Oceanic plane to Japan. The plane carried 31 officers and me. It seems the army contracts commercial air planes 

to do the job because they can do it cheaper than the army can by using its own planes. One round trip by plane costs 

the government $25,000, expensive traveling I’d say. About all the planes bring back is mail. 

It took 42 hours to get to Tokyo, two hours were spent in Honolulu and one hour at Wake Island. What a place 

that is. It is about four or five square miles and the highest spot is 26 feet above sea-level. The only thing there is a 

landing trip. 

I spent only five days in Japan and most of it was getting ready for the next leg of the journey. After reaching 

Pusan by boat and getting my first glimpse of Korea I wasn’t too impressed, in fact I’m still not. Pusan is quite a large 

city and overcrowded with refugees at present. The people are all dirty, hungry and diseased. 

When we got on the train at Pusan, with my 100 pounds of equipment to go north, we loaded at one p.m. and 

nine hours later at 10 p.m. the train pulled out of the station. It seems they didn’t have an engine available. The car in 

which we rode had wooden seats and straight backs made out of packing boxes. The ride ended just 20 hours later 

and at that time I was just a little tired. 

After a day’s ride in the back end of a truck I ended up with the 24th Division. This is my home for awhile at least, 

and I was glad to find some place I could hang my hat for a night. 

I am attached to the Division forward area where the General and his staff plan and conduct the advances or 

retreats, whichever the case may be. I am the only dentist in the area and have plenty to do. 

I have a field chest which has a motor driven unit and a dental light. It is equipped to do fillings and extractions. I 

am my own boss here. I can work when I like or sleep when I like — I do plenty of both. My C.O. is a wonderful person 

and he stays with the Medical Battalion Headquarters. I share a tent with three others, a Lt. Colonel who is Division 

Surgeon and two Lt’s. We have cots to sleep on, rice mats on the floor, electric lights, radio. 

About four months ago I was just like the majority of American public, I never gave this little “police action” in 

Korea much thought. I was safe and sound in ”Harry’s Empire” — so I thought. Things have changed a little now that I 

have seen some of what is going on. Joe Chink has a lot of buddies north a little way. What is going to happen I don’t 

know. The Chinese are using live bullets. I have seen these American doughboys who have had one or two. 

The Chinese are just like the American farmer in the Revolution, they don’t have anything much in the way of 

modern equipment but they are plenty difficult to remove from these hills. They aren’t dumb. They have been using 

some mines recently. They bury the explosive in a wooden box so the mine can’t be detected. They also bury an 

empty or charged tin can so someone has to spend some time digging it up. 

I miss Sabetha very much, tell everyone hello for me. 
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C.C.C. Camp 

Help Us Continue to Archive Our History  — Join — Donate — Volunteer 

Courier Tribune October 4, 1934 

So the Boys Go to Work—Lost No Time at Park 

Overall-clad CCC Aids Carpenters in Building Camp — Second Company is Delayed 

Tuesday was a regular work day in the life of Company 2537, CCC which arrived at the scene of the Nemaha 

County Lake-park the previous afternoon. 

Roy Winterscheidt had no sooner transported the 155 lads to their new home in three huge trucks than the boys 

began to make things as shipshape as they could in veiw of the disorder of camp construction. 

Next day, the Camp took on something of its normal routine and a crew of helpers was assigned ton construction 

under the direction of Lieut. r. L. Harris and Superintendent P. D. Olmstead. The boys pitched in with a will and made 

themselves generally useful. 

Word was received here Tuesday the second company, which had been scheduled to arrive in Seneca next 

Saturday, has been delayed in leaving Deer river, Minnesota, and will not come until October 16. While camp 

construction superintendents said they would have been ready for the second company with Camp No. 2, the delay 

will make it possible to complete all the rough work, connect the water supply and have things generally better 

arranged to accommodate the larger number of men. 

There is a rat-a-tat-tat of hammers 10 hours of each day on No. 2 camp and it is going up with amazing speed. Mr. 

Olmstead, however, still grumbles because of the delay in the arrival of materials. It is a marvel what that man has 

been able to accomplish with nothing to do with. 

Quite naturally things are topsy turvy in camp. The ranges were not yet set up in the camp kitchen yesterday so 

the cooks  used outside camp stoves. But Mess Sergeant Rudolph was making the best of things and meals, soon 

began to arrive on schedule. The menu Tuesday night was mashed potatoes, noodles and sliced meat. Former service 

men noted the camp issuing the familiar mess kit, model of 1917. When meals are served in the mess hall the boys will 

have regular dishes. 

Sixty dozen eggs are used each morning for breakfast. The cooks arise at 2:30 to start the morning meal. 

Sergeant Rudolph was lamenting the fact AC current may not be available in camp. He has a large electric ice box 

and electric mixers which he will not be able to use. A number of the boys also have electric radios which cannot be 

operated from a DC current. 

Capt. C. M. Spencer has a still greater concern. The camp Commander is wondering what can be done about 

surfacing 63 between Seneca and the camp. He fears camp trucks will be seriously handicapped in wet weather. He 

also inquired in detail about sources of gravel and is interested in building camp roads and walks just as soon as it can 

be done. 

Both officers and men seem to appreciate the cordiality of Nemaha county’s reception to Camp 2537. They were 

interested when told the lake-park is a county project in which large numbers of people are greatly concerned. Capt. 

Spencer and Lieut Harris were guests of Earle W. Taylor Post American Legion Tuesday night. There was an informal 

discussion of ways and means to create an athletic fund for the camp so the boys will be able to buy football suits and 

(Continued on page 6) 
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CCC Camp 

other athletic equipment. This may result in a boxing and wrestling benefit or an early football game  between the 

Seneca and Pawnee camps under the floodlights of Seneca’s new athletic fields. 

Lieut. Harris arranged yesterday to get the World Series baseball scores for the camp. He had the assistance of 

Clarence Norris of Sabetha who lent radio and loud speaker equipment. Lieut Harris arranged a scoreboard. 

——————— 

The labor bill in the Nemaha county lake housing work for Civilian Conservation forces south of Seneca amounted 

to $3,300 for the fist week and a half. By the 15th of October it is estimated the labor distribution will add $7,000. The 

men are paid on the first and fifteenth of each month. Checks for the first week and a half are expected by October 

10. 

————— 

Lieut. and Mrs. Donald R. Alverson will take an apartment in Seneca. Lieut Alverson is the camp medical officer. It 

is Lieut. Alverson’s belief the quota for Kansas CCC camp is 178 men. However, each of the four barracks was 

constructed to accommodate 50, a total of 200. 

————— 

Harvey Hybskmann, who has been superintending the plumbing and furnishing materials for No. 1 camp, was 

awarded the contract for Camp No. 2 yesterday. 

————— 

Co. 2735 came to Nemaha county from Sugar Lake, opposite Atchison. For a few weeks the boys had been 

clearing out brush and improving the grounds about the lake. Since there are many privately owned cabins around 

Sugar Lake, the boys came to feel they were working for the benefit of private individuals instead of the public. They 

were impressed with the Nemaha lake site and believe they have a project that is worthy of the service. 

————— 

Co. 2735 is composed almost entirely of Kansas boys, the most of them Western Kansas farm lads. They are a well 

set-up bunch and officers spoke of them in highest terms. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Baker’s First Class 



2022 Nemaha County Historical Society Membership Form 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________  

City ______________________ State _______ Zip_______ Phone: ______________  

E-Mail: ________________________________Cell Phone: ____________________ 

 

 

_____Individual Membership (newsletter sent by e-mail) $20.00/yr $ ___________ 

_____Individual Membership (newsletter sent by mail) $25.00/yr $ ___________ 

_____Business Membership $35.00 $ ___________ 

_____Silver Sponsor $50 to $99.00 $ ___________ 

_____Gold Sponsor  $100.00 $ ___________ 

 

Memorial ($50/person) _________________________________ $ ___________ 

 [Name to be  placed on memorial plaque] 

Donations: 

Military Museum   $ ___________ 

Military Museum—Handicapped Restroom   $ ___________ 

Military Museum—Restoring stucco on outside $ ___________ 

Society Needs  $ ___________ 

   

Total Enclosed  $ __________ 

 

Nemaha County Historical Society is a 501C3 non-profit organization. Contributions are tax-

deductible.  

Thank you for your interest and support.  

 

 Nemaha County Historical Society, Inc.  

113 North 6th, PO Box 41  

Seneca, Kansas 66538  

THANK YOU for your support! 



2022 GOLD SPONSORS 

 

Nemaha County Historical Society 
113 North Sixth Street 
P.O. BOX 41 
Seneca, KS. 66538 
 
Museum Phone: 785-336-6366 
E-Mail: nchs@rainbowtel.net  
 
We are on the Web at: 
www.nemahacountyhistoricalsociety.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

2022 BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Mary Cotton Public Library 
Rainbow Communications 

Ray’’s Apple Market 
Stallbaumer Lumber 

Ag Partners 
AHRS 
Anthony Sedlacek 
Cathy Holthaus 
Community National Bank 
Courier Tribune 
Doug & Monae Schmelzle 
Eisenbarth Plumbing 
Haverkamp Dairy 
Jane Cox Willis 
Jim Schmitz 

2022 PLATINUM SPONSORS 

Kenneth Sudbeck 
Life Care Center of Seneca 
Margaret Rethman 
Nemaha Central Elementary Middle 
School 
Nemaha Valley Motors 
Patrick & Brenda Oenbring 
Paul & Marilyn Boeding 
Robert Pillmeier 
SBS Insurance 
Seneca Sanitation 

Shirley Shurman 
State Farm Insurance, Tom Hilbert 
Steinlage Farms 
Sure Crop Fertilizer 
Suther Building Supply 
Tom Kramer 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
William C O’Keefe Law Office 
Young Backhoe & Trenching 

Judy Deters 

Heinen Brothers 

Karen  Holthaus 

Peter Nelson 

Michael Werner 

 

2022  SILVER SPONSORS 

American Legion Jim Moser United Bank & Trust

mailto:nchs@rainbowtel.net
http://www.nemahacountyhistoricalsociety.com/

